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SYLLABUS           GINA LAPKA, Instructor 
MUS 117A:  VOICE IN CLASS         Phone:  542-0341       
MW  11:10am-Noon           Email: ginarae@bresnan.net       
Music Bldg. Rm. 105           Office Number:  MUS 11 
Spring 2007           Office Hours:  By Appointment 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVE:   
To help participants enhance their confidence and enjoyment of singing through the 
understanding of vocal fundamentals including:  posture, breath support, tone production, diction 
and resonance.   
 
COURSE CONTENT:   
♪   Three memorized songs to be performed for the class throughout the semester 
♪   Assignments and reading in preparation for classes 
♪   Attendance at three music performances along with a typed one-page         
     summary/critique of each performance (using the terms and topics discussed in class) 
♪   Tests and Pop Quizzes throughout semester 
♪   Daily practice to reinforce techniques learned in class 
 
EXAMS: 
Mid-term and Final Exams will be memorized songs performed for the class.  The  
Mid-term performance will be during the scheduled class session.  The final performance will 
be May 3rd, 6:00pm Room 218 (Choir Room).  Family & friends are invited!     
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY:   
Due to the interactive nature of this class, attendance is required at all class sessions.  An absence 
in the case of illness will be excused with a note from your doctor or Health Services.  If there is a 
conflict with a university performance or event in your major area, an absence will be excused 
with a note from the respective professor or department chair.  Absences on quiz or performance 
days are strongly discouraged; make-ups will be at the discretion of the instructor.     
 3 unexcused absences—drop one letter grade 
 4 unexcused absences—drop an additional letter grade 
 5 unexcused absences—automatic failure 
 
GRADING:   
Performances         50% 
Class Participation        25% 
Attendance at three performances (plus written summary/critique)  15% 
Tests          10% 
Traditional letter grades, including +/- are used in this class (e.g. A+, A, A-, etc.)  
 
REQUIRED TEXT: 
Bunch, Meribeth & Vaughn, Cynthia.  The Singing Book.  New York:  W. W. Norton & 
Company, Inc., 2004.    
 
 
All students must practice academic honesty.  Academic misconduct is subject to an academic 
penalty by course instructor and/or a disciplinary sanction by the university.  All students need to 
be familiar with the Student Conduct Code.  The Code is available for review online at 
http://www.umt.edu/SA/VPSA/index.cfm/page/1321.   
 
TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE   
 
Class   Topic     Reading     
 
Jan. 22 - 24  Overview & Introductions   
   Physical Balance & Warm-Ups 
Practice Techniques  
Music Genres 
   Vocal Exercises 
    
Jan. 29 – 31  Alignment & Breathing   Chapters 1 - 6    
   Rounds, Patriotic Songs 
    
Feb. 5 – 7   Review Alignment & Breathing  Chapters 1-6 (Review) 
Breathing Video    
Folk Songs, Spirituals & Hymns 
 
Feb. 12 - 14  Duet Performances   Chapters 7-8 
   Discussion of Performances    
    
    
Feb. 19   Washington/Lincoln Day, No School 
Feb. 21   Review and Quiz over Chapters 1-8   
Musical Theater & Film  
 
Feb. 26 - 28  Phonation    Chapter 9  
   Vocal Quality & Resonance  Chapter 10 
Musical Theater & Jazz Standards 
 
Mar. 5 - 7  Articulation & Expression  Chapter 11 
   Jazz Standards 
Song Preparation 
 
Mar. 12 - 14  Mid-Term Performances 
   Discussion of Performances 
    
Mar. 19 - 21  Vocal Health    Chapter 12 
Quiz over Chapters 9 - 12 
Introduce Italian Songs 
Italian Diction   
       
Mar. 26 – 28  Spring Break, No School   
 
Apr. 2 - 4  Italian Diction & Song Preparation 
    
Apr. 9 – 12  Italian Song Preparation 
       
Apr. 16 - 18  Italian Song Performances 
 
Apr. 23 – May 2 Final Song Preparation 
